St. John’s United Church of Christ
Miami Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Christmas Eve Together — December 24, 2024 — 7:00 pm
Congregation parts are in bold italized print.
KEY Red — All Tech
Orange — Broadcast Tech
Green — Participant Manager
Purple — Rev. Adam
Blue — Rev. Kellie

BEGIN [6:55pm]
[Spotlight Sanctuary;
MUTE ALL;
Security - Disable participants ability to UNMUTE themselves;
Copy/Paste into Chat:
Welcome Visitors! Please sign our visitor form:
https://mvuuf.org/visitors/ (new link)
Sign up for our weekly E-Blast and/or the monthly Forum
newsletters: http:/bit.ly/mvuuflist
Link for the Order of Service:
Post again as needed when more people join - participants only see chats once they
join and no chats that were posted before they joined;
Screenshare INTRO SLIDE (no OoS);
Live Transcript — Enable Auto-Transcription
Begin Zoom Recording;
Begin Facebook Livestream
6:58pm Screenshare Intro Slide]

RAYMONDE - Piano Prelude

[Camera MUSIC; Original Sound for Musicians ON]

[UU Chalice and UCC Advent Wreath are lit by members of each respective
congregation. |

JEFFREY - Organ Prelude  “Angels We Have Heard On High”

ADAM - Welcome
[Camera CHANCEL; Original Sound for Musicians OFF]



https://mvuuf.org/visitors/
http://bit.ly/mvuuflist

Our restrooms are through the double doors that connect to our offices. One of our
ushers is there to direct you if you need assistance.
[Point to doorway and usher who should be waving.]
As a reminder, we have folx participating from home and onsite. For those at home,
please look in the chat box for Zoom-specific instructions.
[Ad lib...]
[Copy/Paste into chat:
If you need assistance with any technical issues during the service, please type
a message into the chat asking for assistance. A moderator will respond to
help you with troubleshooting.

Closed Caption subtitles are available via Zoom’s Live Transcription feature.
To view captions, click Live Transcription on the bottom of the Zoom
window and then click Show Subtitle. For Android/iOS devices, tap the
Settings icon , tap Meeting, and then slide Closed Captioning to on.

If you wish to attend anonymously, change your name to Christmas.

The moderator has muted all participants to reduce the ambient noise during
the service. |

JAELYNN - Solo  “O Holy Night”
[Camera MUSIC; Original Sound for Musicians ON]

KELLIE - Reading: “Breathe in This Day”
[Camera CHANCEL; Original Sound for Musicians OFF]
Breathe in this day, this space, this community.

Whoever you are, wherever you are on your life journey, whatever mistakes you’ve
made along the way, you are welcome here.

Whomever you love, wherever you were born, whatever gender you ex-press, you
are welcome here.

Whatever your skin color, whatever your class location, whatever your abilities and
disabilities, you are welcome here.



We are so glad that you chose St. John’s United Church of Christ and Miami Valley
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship as your place of worship tonight.

We come together for worship to slow down and listen for the calling of our
hearts—our spirits.

We come together to remember that we are not alone and we are better when we are
together.

We come together to remember our highest aspirations and continue to transform
ourselves into our best selves.

With love as our guide, and with hope for tomorrow, we come together to celebrate
life and our service to the world.

Carol

[Camera MUSIC; Original Sound for Musicians ON]
Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the new-born King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

ADAM - Reading: “For So the Children Come” by Sophia Lyons Fahs
[Camera CHANCEL; Original Sound for Musicians OFF]

For so the children come

And so they have been coming.

Always in the same way they come

born of the seed of man and woman.

No angels herald their beginnings.

No prophets predict their future courses.

No wisemen see a star to show where to find the babe
that will save humankind.

Yet each night a child is born is a holy night,
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Fathers and mothers —
sitting beside their children’s cribs
feel glory in the sight of a new life beginning.

They ask, “Where and how will this new life end?
Or will it ever end?”

Each night a child is born is a holy night —
A time for singing,

A time for wondering,

A time for worshipping.

Carol

Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, Born the king of angels:
Refrain: Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!

Glory to God, In the highest glory:  Refrain

KELLIE - Words for Children of All Ages

Screenshare KINDLE]
Carol

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
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and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay,
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,
and take us to heaven, to live with you there.

ADAM - Words from the Hebrew Scripture — Isaiah 9:6-7

[Camera CHANCEL; Original Sound for Musicians OFF]
For a child has been born for us, a Son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall
be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish
and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore.

KELLIE - Offering
For tonight’s offering: if you wish to donate by check, please make your check out

to the respective congregation of your choice. If you are donating by cash, please
know that all cash donations will be split 50/50 between St. John’s and MVUUF.
You may deposit your donation in the offering boxes located around the back of the
church._May the offering be lovingly given and gratefully received.
[Screenshare Giving Slide;
Copy/Paste into Chat:
Give Today! Thank you for your support.
For direct donations to either congregation, please write a check to either
congregation or go to their website donation pages:
Click the link in chat for MVUUF
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z3S8/campaign/C-123FS
Click the link in chat for St. John
https://onrealm.org/Stjohnsuccdayton/-/form/give/now .]

Choir Anthem “Sing Noel” by Natalie Sleeth
[Camera MUSIC; Original Sound for Musicians ON]

Passing the Peace
[Camera CHANCEL; Original Sound for Musicians OFF]

L [Format‘ted: Font: 16 pt, No underline, Font color: Light
Blue

)



https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z3S8/campaign/C-123FS
https://onrealm.org/Stjohnsuccdayton/-/form/give/now

Carol

[Camera MUSIC; Original Sound for Musicians ON]
What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud, The babe, the son of Mary!

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;

Come, peasant, king, to own him.

The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby;

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary!

KELLIE - Reading from Luke 2:1-7

[Camera CHANCEL; Original Sound for Musicians OFF]
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.

Choir Anthem ‘“Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head”
[Camera MUSIC; Original Sound for Musicians ON]

ADAM - A reading from Luke 2:8-20

[Camera CHANCEL; Original Sound for Musicians OFF]
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find
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a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom
he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.

Carol

[Camera MUSIC; Original Sound for Musicians ON]

Refrain:

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills, and ev'rywhere;

Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.
While shepherds kept their watching, o’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens, there shone a holy light. Refrain

The shepherds feared and trembled, when lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus, that hailed the Baby’s birth. Refrain

ADAM & KELLIE - Homily/Meditation
[Camera CHANCEL; Original Sound for Musicians OFF]

Solo “Sweet Little Jesus Boy” Brandan Jeffries
[Camera MUSIC; Original Sound for Musicians ON]

ADAM - Candle Lighting

As the light is passed, please only dip the unlit candle.
Be very careful with your candle.

Remain seated during “Silent Night” and lift your candle.

Carol
[Camera MUSIC; Original Sound for Musicians ON]
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
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Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from your holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

Blessings

[Camera CHANCEL; Original Sound for Musicians OFF]

KELLIE - Although we extinguish our flame, May we carry the blessings of
Christmas in our hearts as we go out into the world. And may we share these
blessings with all the world.

ADAM - Although the worship is ending, we leave the Advent wreath lit in the
hopes that it will remind us that though the service is over, though Christmas itself
will soon pass, the light will always be with us all.

Reading: “The Work of Christmas” by Howard Thurman
ADAM

“The Work of Christmas” by Howard Thurman

When the song of the angels is stilled,

When the star in the sky is gone,

When the kings and princes are home,

When the shepherds are back with their flock,

The work of Christmas begins:

KELLIE
To find the lost, To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry, To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations, To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart.
May it be so. May we make it so.



Response Sung by All:
[Camera MUSIC; Original Sound for Musicians ON]
A-men! A-men! A-men! Amen! Amen! (Sing Twice)

Carol
Hark! The herald angels sing, ""Glory to the new-born king;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled."”
Joyful, all you nations, rise; Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic hosts proclaim “Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born king!"

RAYMONDE - Postlude
Please be seated and remain, listening to the postlude. Thanks

JEFFREY - Exit Music Organ
[STOP Auto-Transcription; STOP Recording; STOP Facebook Livestream;
Enable participants to UNMUTE themselves in Security;
Copy/Paste into chat:
For those of you at home, we invite you to change your viewing mode to
“gallery view” and unmute your microphone so that you may say hello.

To switch to “gallery view” on a computer, click on the button in the top right
of your screen. If you are on a phone, swipe left. Please go to the bottom left
corner and click the microphone icon to unmute yourself. Our moderator will
unmute our phone callers.]



